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NSF Graduate Research Fellowship

Initiated in 1952 ïoldest NSF program

>43,000 students including FY2008 awards

Currently ca. 3300 fellows, ca. 2700 on ñtenureò 
(taking stipend and cost of education)

Very successful students - high rates of PhD 
completion, shorter time to degree completion, 
high placement in faculty positions, high levels of 
research productivity, >20 Nobel laureates, etc.



The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship

Three years of support over a five year period

Annual stipend of $30,000 - cost of living

Annual tuition support of $10,500 - cost of 

education allowance paid to institution 

$1,000 one-time international travel allowance

Cyberinfrastructure access via the TeraGrid



The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship

Portable to graduate institutions in US or abroad

Flexible - your choice of project, advisor, 

department

No service requirement (national lab or military)

Typically awarded to ca. 1,000 students per year

Honorable Mention for meritorious applications

(includes Cyberinfrastructure resources)

Specific programs to support underrepresented 

populations 



GRF Eligibility Criteria

Academic level

Level 1 - Seniors, baccalaureates with no graduate study

Level 2 - First-year graduate students

Level 3 - Second-year grad students (12 months of 

graduate study or less by Aug 31 prior to submission)

Level 4 - >12 months graduate study - change in field

Citizenship

U.S. Citizen, National or Permanent Resident

Discipline

Research-based Masters or PhD in NSF-Supported Field 



NSF-Supported Disciplines 

Chemistry

Computer and Information

Science and Engineering

Engineering

Geosciences

Life Sciences

Mathematical Sciences

Physics and Astronomy

Psychology (non-clinical)

Social Sciences (non-clinical)


